23 




WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1>^n electronic manual search system including an electronic 
manual whicPN^ composed of a plurality of parts, the system 
comprising: 

a reference nurht^r table which stores, for each part of the 
electronic manual, referencfes4number expressing the number of times 
the part is referred to by a user; 

a search process unit which sfe^rches contents of the parts 
based on a search condition; and 

a search result display unit which dispfeys parts which resulted 
from the search process unit, in order based on th^eference number. 

electronic manual seaff6| system of claim 1 , wherein the 
search process unit searches,^nt4n^\of,each part in order based on 
the reference number. 

3. The electronic manual search system of claim iXirther 
comprising a reference number update unit which increments by one 
the reference number of a part when the user selects and/or refers to 
the part among parts which are displayed by thje search result display 
unit. 

4. The electronic manual search^stem of claim 1 further 
comprising a reference number update unit which increments by one 
the reference number of a part displayed immediately before the user 
stops displaying of the search/results. 

5. The electronic nwiual search system of claim 1 , wherein the 
order of displaying the^arched parts is a descending order of the 
reference number ofthe parts. 

otronic manual search system of claim 2, wherein the 
'^order of searching the partsT^^a-desceoding order of the reference 
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number^th4 parts. 

7. TheWctronic manual search system of claim 1, wherein the 
reference numoer table is incorporated into the electronic manual. 

8. The electronic manual search system of claim 1 , wherein the 
reference numbV table stores the reference number for each attribute 
of the user. 

9. An electronic manual search system including an electronic 
manual which is cofnposed of a plurality of parts, the system 
comprising: 

a reference nVjmber table which stores, for each part of the 
electronic manual, reference number expressing the number of times 
the part is referred to by a user; and 

a search process unit which searches contents of the parts for 
topics satisfying a searcVi condition in order based on the reference 
number. 

A method of searching an electronic manual which is 
composed^bf^ plurality of parts, the method comprising the steps of: 

storing/foi^^ach part, reference number expressing the number 
of times the part is referred to by a user; 

searching contents^sf the parts based on a search condition; and 
displaying parts which a^eLresulted from the searching step, in 
order based on the reference numb( 

1 iTTReTrrethed-o lglaim 10^ herei'jithe;searching step 
searches contents of each part in orderbase^^m-the-refgrence number. 

12. The method of claim 10, wherein the order of displaying the 
searched parts is a descending order of the reference number of the 
parts. 

I^SPaemethod of claim 1 1 , wherein the order of searching the 
parts is a descendmg^orde.r__of the reference number of the parts. 
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\4. A recording medium readable by a computer, tangibly 
embodymg an electronic manual comprising: 
a plurality of parts; and 

a reference number of each part, the reference number 
representinathe number of times the corresponding topic is referred to 
as searched results. 

15. Tnfe recording medium of claim 13, wherein the reference 
number is stored for each attribute of a user who refers to the part as 
searched results.X 

16. A recording medium readable by a computer, tangibly 
embodying a program of instructions executable by the computer to 
perform a method of searching an electronic manual which is composed 
of a plurality of parts, the method comprising the steps of: 

storing, for each part, reference number expressing the number 

of times the part is referrecl to by a user; 

searching contents of the parts based on a search condition; and 
displaying parts whicnvare obtained by the searching step as 

search results, in order based ^n the reference number. 

17. A recording medium readable by a computer, tangibly 
embodying a program of instructions executable by the computer to 
perform a method of searching an eJectronic manual which is composed 
of a plurality of parts, the method coirnDhsing the steps of: 

storing, for each part, reference\number expressing the number 
of times the part is referred to by a user-\and 

searching contents of the parts for\opics satisfying a search 
condition in order based on the reference n\jmber. 

18. A computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave and 
representing a sequence of instructions which\ when executed by a 
processor, cause the processor to perform the actions of: 
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storing, for each part of an electronic manual, reference number 
expressingHhe number of times the part is referred to by a user; 

searchhng contents of the parts based on a search condition; and 
displayinVparts which are obtained by the searching step as 
r» OA^^®^''^^ results, in o^sjer based on the reference number. 

^ 19. A prograrhsproduct comprising, computer readable 

instructions and a recordiHg medium bearing the computer readable 
instructions; the instructions^ing adaptable to enable a computer to 
operate according to the steps 

storing, for each part of an^g1ectronic manual, reference number 
expressing the number of times the W is referred to by a user; 

searching contents of the parts b^ed on a search condition; and 
displaying parts which are resulted Ti;pm the searching step, in 
order based on the reference number. 




